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Exhibit - A 

 

The then Honourable President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, on the 

occasion of platinum Jubilee Celebration on January 25, 2016 in a message 

which was published in the Souvenir of the ITAT reads as under – 

  

“Over the last more than seven decades, the Income Tax Appellate 

Tribunal has shown exemplary diligence in dealing with intricate 

domestic as well as International taxation issues and rendering 

decisions which balances the interests of the taxmen and citizens. The 

Tribunal has been adjudicating disputes in the field of direct taxes in 

affair and impartial manner. It has been discharging its functions not 

only to the satisfaction of the Executive but also that of the taxpayers at 

large.” 

 

The Hon’ble Shri Arun Jaitley, the then Minister of Finance, Corporate 

Affairs and Information & Broadcasting, India  

 

“Income Tax Appellate Tribunal has conducted itself in an unbiased and 

fair manner in the discharge of its duty of adjudicating disputes under 

direct tax laws, and is held in high esteem by the tax paying fraternity 

as well as Revenue Department.” 

 

The Hon’ble Shri R. K. Malhotra, the then Secretary Government of 

India Ministry of law & Justice Department of Legal Affairs. 

 

“Establishing the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal under the Income -tax 

Act 1922 i.e. prior to independence in 1947 and its continuation after the 

independence in 1947, without much change, itself, is an indication that 

functioning of the Tribunal has been a success. It has exhibited 

independence in its working, free from any pressure. 

 



The pendency in the Appellate Tribunal has come down by adopting 

Case Management System and on an average appeal are decided with in 

a period of one to two years.” 

 

Shri Philip Baker QC. Field Court Tax Chambers – The Income Tax 

Appellate Tribunal & International Taxation.  

 

“75 years ago, no one could have predicted that the ITAT would become 

one of the most active Tribunals in the world dealing with issues such as 

interpretation of tax treaties and transfer pricing. The ITAT is developing 

expertise and experience in these areas. It will be interesting to see how 

this develops over next 25 years, and to see the comments that will be 

made when the ITAT reaches its century.” 

 

On the occasion of Diamond Jubilee 25-1-2001: 

The Hon’ble Shri A.B. Vajpayee, the then Prime Minister of India  

 

“As a quasi -judicial body, the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal has been 

fulfilling an important duty ever since it was set up in January 1941. 

On this occasion, I urge everybody associated with the Income Tax 

Appellate Tribunal to rededicate themselves to their motto “Easy and 

Quick Justice.” 

 

The Hon’ble Justice Dr. Adarsh Sein Anand, the then Chief Justice of 

India  

“The Income Tax Appellate Tribunal, one of the oldest quasi -judicial 

institutions in this country is completing 60 years of its existence. This 

Tribunal has been earning accolades from various sections of the society 

more particularly from the litigant public for rendering quick and 

inexpensive justice in an extremely complicated area of law i.e. direct 

taxes.” 

 

 



Golden Jubilee January 25, 1991  

Shri Nani A. Palkhivala, Senior, Advocate: The Maddening Instability of 

the Income-tax Law 

 

“On 25th January 1991 the Income -tax Appellate Tribunal completed fifty 

years of its existence. On its Golden Jubilee it is but fair to record that it 

has won golden opinions on all sides throughout the half a century that it 

has functioned. There is no doubt that over this long period, the Tribunal 

has been manned by some very able individuals. Quite a few of them 

were fit to be adorn any High Court Bench. No other Tribunal in India has 

won such well deserved popularity and confidence of the public as the 

Income -tax Appellate Tribunal.” 

 

The Hon’ble Mr . Justice Y.V. Anjaneulu Former Judge, Andhra Pradesh 

High Court, Presently Member, Law Commission. In the Law 

Commission of India 115th Report on Tax Courts in the year 1986 dt 28 

-8 1986 which was presented to the then Hon’ble Law Minter Shri 

Ashok Kumar Sen at page No, 12 dealing with the issues relating to the 

formation of the Central Tax Court observed as under:  

The Commission hastened to add in para 2. 29: 

 

“There is near unanimity of opinion that Income -tax Appellate Tribunal 

has immensely justified its existence and largely vindicated the trust 

reposed in it. It has therefore, to be retained with its regional jurisdiction. 

It would be the last fact finding authority.” 

 

Ruby Jubilee Souvenir-1981 (40th Anniversary)  

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Y. V. Chandrachud, Former Chief Justice of 

India  

  

“.. The Income -tax Appellate Tribunal is a model administrative Tribunal 

whose illustrious example and commendable performance may well be 

emulated by similar other Tribunals in different disciplines. There is 



uniform praise of the manner in which the Tribunal functions and I 

suppose it is one of the few quasi -legal institutions which is not plagued 

by the problem of arrears.” 

 

Shri N. A. Palkhivala, Senior Advocate, Bombay High Court – Forty 

Years of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal  

 

“The Tribunal functions as a judicial body under the Ministry of law and 

entirely beyond the control of the Income -tax Department. Happily, it is 

fully insulated from the pressures and influences of both bureaucrats 

and politicians. The Tribunal has shown great independence and 

courage in deciding cases according to law and in consonance with 

justice, regardless of the stakes involved. In short, it has fulfilled the 

purpose for which it was brought in to existence and fully justified the 

high expectations with which it was conceived. 

  

While ten of thousands of appeals are instituted in the Tribunal every 

year, about 90 per cent of them do not go on reference to the High Court. 

The Tribunal’s judgements on point of law are upheld on over two-thirds 

of the references heard by the various High Courts. 

 

There is no doubt that over the period of 40 years the Tribunal manned 

by some very able men. Quite a few of them would be fit to adorn any 

High Court Bench. No other Tribunal in India has won such well- 

deserved popularity and confidence of the public as the Income -tax 

Appellate Tribunal. In fact, the time has come when a Tribunal, similarly 

functioning as a judicial body under the Ministry of Law, should be 

constituted to hear appeals under various other laws.” 

 

Hon’ble Shri H.R. Gokhale, the then Union Law Minister  

(Lok Sabha debates, 18th Session on the Constitution (42nd Amendment) 

Bill in the Lok Sabha on 1st November, 1976)  

 



“I have got the example of the Income -tax Appellate Tribunal. We have 

judicial members, we have the accountant members. The Tribunal is 

functioning extremely well and even those people who have gone before 

the Income -tax Appellate Tribunal have told me and have spoken on the 

public platform that the Income -tax Appellate Tribunal as it constituted to 

day, is the best example to show how the Tribunals, if properly 

constituted, can create confidence. I can say that the Income -tax 

Appellate Tribunal ‘s decisions are rarely interfered with by the High 

courts and the Supreme Court because the quality of their work has been 

found to be sufficiently good as to inspire confidence.” 

 

Silver Jubilee – Souvenir - 23rd April 1966.  

Hon’ble Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Former President of India 

 

“Born as the Tribunal was, out of the strong and natural desire of the 

people to be able appeal to an independent body on important questions 

of fact, it provides a popular and informal forum for giving substantial 

justice, not bound by the rules of evidence, to persons aggrieved by 

decisions, of the Appellate Assistant Commissioners. The Tribunal, in the 

25 years of its existence, has earned unstinted praise for the 

independence of its decisions; and its fervent desire to do justice it has 

won well merited confidence of the public.” 

 

The Hon’ble Shri A.K Sen, Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) (Former 

Law Minister)  

 

“I was associated as a Minister having the administrative charge of the 

Tribunal for nearly nine years. During this time, I have seen the Tribunal 

grow in stature, popularity and importance. It has been endeavor of the 

Government to keep the Tribunal absolutely independent, so that its 

adjudication is rendered not only fearless and independent but it also 

appears to be so. I have seen the working of the Tribunal both as a 

member of the Bar and as a member of the Government. I can say with 



confidence that amongst the administrative tribunals in the country it 

occupies a unique position. The confidence which it enjoys amongst the 

public and respect which it commands from the commercial community 

would be a matter of pride for any Tribunal in any country. I have every 

confidence and hope that the Tribunal would continue to serve the 

country and the litigant public without its working being interfered with 

or subjected to uniformed criticism.” 

 

The Hon’ble Shri C.K. Dapthary, Former Attorney General of India.  

 

“… though it is said that statistics support only the statistician yet some 

times they serve to underline a point and it will not be out of place to 

mention some figures. Various Benches have for five years from 1958 to 

1963 disposed of over 66000 appeals and in only about 1175 of them, 

that is 4% have been reference to the High Courts. The Tribunal’s orders 

have been reversed inn only a small percentage and even where there 

have been further appeals to the Supreme Court, great majority of the 

decisions have been up held. These are figures which speak for 

themselves. The reasons are apparent. The Benches have been manned 

by men of ability whether they are Judicial or Accountant members “ 
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